©O© 00 N o o b

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

S-0110.1

SENATE BI LL 5520

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator MCaslin

Read first tine 01/29/97. Referred to Commttee on Law & Justi ce.

AN ACT Relating to intimdation of wtnesses; and anendi ng RCW
9A. 72. 110.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWO9A 72.110 and 1994 c¢ 271 s 204 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A person is qguilty of intimdating a wtness if a person
((d I : : I : I : ,

test+reny—n—any—ofHetal—proceeding—eor—+)), by use of a threat
((eireeted+to)) against a current or prospective wtness ((er—apersoen

he-—or—she-hasreason-to-believeis—about—to-becalledas—awtnessin
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the—abuse—ornegleet—ef—amner—ehitd—heoer——she)), attenpts to:

(a) Influence the testinony of that person; ((e+))

(b) I'nduce that person to elude | egal process sumoni ng hi mor her
to testify; ((e+r))

(c) Induce that person to absent hinmself or herself from such
proceedi ngs; or
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(d) I'nduce that person not to report the infornmation relevant to a
crimnal investigation or the abuse or neglect of a mnor child, ((ret
to—prosecute—the—erime—or—theabuse—orneglect—of—amner—ehitd-)) not
to have the crinme or the abuse or neglect of a mnor child prosecuted,
or not to give truthful or conplete information relevant to a crim nal
i nvestigation or the abuse or neglect of a mnor child.

(2) Aperson alsois guilty of intimdating a wwtness if the person
directs a threat to a fornmer witness because of the witness’s role in
an official proceeding.

(3) As used in this section:

(a) "Threat" ((as—used—+nthis—seetion)) neans:

(((2y)) () To communicate, directly or indirectly, the intent
i mredi ately to use force agai nst any person who i s present at the tineg;
or

((p)y)) (i) Threat((s)) as defined in RCW9A 04.110(25).

((£3)Y)) (b) "Current or prospective wtness" neans:

(1) A person endorsed as a witness in an official proceeding;

(ii) A person whomthe actor believes may be called as a witness in
any official proceeding; or

(iii) A person whom the actor has reason to believe may have
information relevant to a crimnal investigation or the abuse or
neglect of a mnor child.

(c) "Fornmer witness" neans:

(i) A person who testified in an official proceeding;

(ii) A person who was endorsed as a wtness in an official
pr oceedi ng;

(iii) A person whomthe actor knew or believed may have been call ed
as a witness if a hearing or trial had been held; or

(iv) A person whom the actor knew or believed may have provided
information related to a crimnal investigation or an investigation
into the abuse or neglect of a mnor child.

(4) Intimdating a wtness is a class B fel ony.

~-- END ---
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